Immediate reconstruction of the breast after mastectomy. Is it safe?
The authors have reviewed the results of their first 85 immediate reconstructive procedures following mastectomy for breast cancer. acceptable cosmetic results were obtained in most patients with no mortality or life-threatening morbidity. There were a number of problems related to the wounds and the prostheses, which decreased with increasing experience. There was a moderate increase in blood transfusion requirements, and a considerable increase in operating time. No detrimental effect on tumor behavior was observed when assessed as part of a case-control study. It is concluded that this approach is feasible and safe, and deserves further evaluation.